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Consultation Meeting on Integrated Management of the Extended Drin River Basin 
 

 
The Drin River is the “connecting body” of a water system, linking the 
lakes, wetlands, rivers and other aquatic habitats into a single ecosystem of 
major importance. The water bodies and their watersheds are spread in a 
geographical area that includes Albania, Greece, the Former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Kosovo (UN administered 
territory under UN Security Council resolution 1244). Although there is 
some cooperation on water issues in the basin, little action has been taken 
for the coordination among the countries for the management of the 
extended Drin Basin (the Drin River and its tributaries, the Black Drin and 
White Drin, and Buna/Bojana Rivers and Lakes Prespa, Ohrid and 
Shkoder).  
 

Presently the coordinated management of this inter-connected hydrological system, using the 
principles of Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM), is an important objective as it 
would yield positive effects in the Basin as well as in the adjacent coastal area of the Adriatic Sea. 
 
UNECE in cooperation with the Albanian Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Water 
Administration and Global Water Partnership-Mediterranean jointly organized the consultation 
meeting in Tirana on 24 November 2008. Representatives of key stakeholders involved in the 
management of water resources in the “extended” Drin River Basin, including competent 
governmental institutions, regional authorities, international organizations and institutions, and 
NGO’s participated in the meeting. 
 
The meeting agreed to initiate the Drin Dialogue to be built on the experience developed in the 
Lakes Prespa, Ohrid and Shkoder and use the joint structures already in place. The potential longer-
term impact is a significantly improved cooperation on the shared water resources in the basin. 
 
Click on the link to view the workshop report:  
http://www.gwpmed.org/node/46
 
 

Thematic focus Venue Date Total participants 
Environment Tirana, Albania 24 Nov. 2008 59 

 
 

http://www.gwpmed.org/node/46

